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FFOS-Y-FRAN LIAISON COMMITTEE
MEETING

25 OCTOBER 2007

MERTHYR TYDFIL COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMITTEE ROOM 1, CIVIC OFFICE, MERTHYR TYDFIL
ATTENDEES:

	
	

	Cllr. Ian W. Clark 
	MTCBC Councillor Town (“ED”) Deputy Chairman

	Cllr. Derek D Games
	MTCBC Councillor Plymouth ED

	Cllr. Tony Rogers
	MTCBC

	Cllr. Helen Thomas
	MTCBC Bedlinog ED

	
	

	Cllr Phil Williams
	Dowlais Electoral Division (ED)

	Mrs Alyson Austin
	Bradley Gardens

	Mrs Jane Flower
	Japonica Drive Resident

	Mr Phillip Murphy
	Dowlais Resident

	Mr W. Lyn Humphries
	Dowlais Resident

	Mr Alan Rees
	Merthyr Resident

	Mr Ron Yandle
	Mountain Hare Resident

	
	

	Mr David Griffiths
	Environment Agency Wales

	Ms Laura Battle-Welch
	Environment Agency Wales

	
	

	Mr Norman Davies
	Head of Town Planning, MTCBC

	Mr David Dier
	MTCBC Environmental Health

	
	

	Mr James T. Poyner
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Mr Robert Jones
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Mr Bob Edwards
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Miss Kylie Jones
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Ms Sue Allen
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited


1. Introduction

1.1. The Chairman confirmed that a quorum existed.
2. Attendance
2.1. Attendees were asked to sign the attendance register.

2.2. Ms Sue Allen, Miller Argent’s Secretary/Office Manager was introduced to the committee.  Ms Allen will be in attendance in future to take notes of the meeting.  This would allow other members of the committee to participate more fully.

3. Apologies.
3.1 
Apologies were received from the following:-, Cllr Ray Thomas, Stephen Tillman
4. Notes of the previous meeting
4.1. The Chairman asked if anyone had any comments relating to the notes of the previous meeting.
4.2. Mrs Alyson Austin requested that it be noted she did not agree with the notes from the previous meeting therefore she could not confirm they were accurate.  Mrs Austin wanted it noted that she felt the notes were a bit distorted and not a true and full account of the meeting and should be more comprehensive, and was concerned that she had been accused of testing the system.
4.3. The Chair said that Mrs Austin should be aware that these are only notes of the meeting and the committee were in agreement that  there was not a need to minute meetings only notes needed to be taken 
4.4. After some discussion it was agreed that the notes of the previous meeting be passed as an accurate record:

Proposed as true by Cllr. Phil Williams


Seconded as true by Cllr. Helen Thomas
5. Matters Arising from the Notes of Previous Meeting
5.1. Item 5.5. 



Helen Thomas reported that the presentation at Bedlinog had been 


received very well despite the fact that the water supply had been 


interrupted due to a water pipe being severed.  There were approximately 

30 people in attendance.

Members advised that the presentation/meeting scheduled for Twynyrodyn School on 15 November 2007 would incur a hire charge because the caretaker would have to come in to open and close the school.  PM Note: the meeting is now to be held on 28th November.

Item 5.2 



It was noted that although some pruning had been done on the trees 


surrounding the monitoring station at Mount View it was reported that 

more attention was 
needed to complete the work.

Item 9.5



Mr Dave Dier said there is a complaint procedure in place and people 

must
adhere to this rather than using other channels.  The first point of 

contact being MA to enable them to take appropriate action otherwise if 

other avenues taken then it delays the response time in getting complaints 

to MA staff.



James Poyner made a point of telling the committee that he had tested the 

complaint line himself and was well aware that it had not working as it 

should and had since been updated although it is still not as water tight as 

he would like it

Dave Dier said that it was important that members of the public be made aware that there are complaint procedures in place and it is not helpful when people bypass the system and complain to other authorities’ e.g environmental health, who are not always able to divulge the name of the person who made the complaint.

6. Site Progress Report

6.1. Mr Robert Jones handed out a site progress report. (appendix A)
6.2. He was asked why was it not sent out before hand to which Mr Robert Jones replied that it would not be an up to date report and would become an historical report and felt it was more beneficial to the committee to have it current.

6.3. Mr Robert Jones was asked questions relating to the report questions and was also asked about the fractured water main and how it became damaged, Mr Jones explained that the water main was not in the position that the Water Authority had indicated. . He also conveyed MA apologies to everyone in Bedlinog who had been affected by the loss of water.
6.4. Kylie Jones reported that there had been an anonymous complaint about dust, this would be discussed further under Item 9 on the agenda 
7.
Recruitment
7.1
It was noted that this item had already been discussed within the Site Progress 
Report, there was nothing extra that needed to be reported.

8.
Correspondence
8.1
James Poyner read out 2 letters that he had written on behalf of the committee. One had been sent to Mrs R Thomas and Family wishing Mr Thomas a speedy recovery; it was also noted that the Merthyr Express had reported encouraging news of Mr Thomas’s recovery.


A letter was sent to Miss L Edwards asking if she was well as she had not attended any meetings.  Mr Derek Games and the committee wanted to know what would happen if Miss Edwards did not respond and who would take her place on the committee.  James Poyner said there had been a number of people who had been interviewed and their names had been kept on file.  It was decided to allow Miss Edwards more time and wait until the next Liaison Meeting to give Miss Edwards more time to respond.

9.
Complaints Received
9.1
Dave Griffiths said that the EA had received a complaint but was unable to divulge the person’s name due to data protection. The committee felt that all complaints should be dealt with using the proper MA procedure and the public should be made aware of the proper procedure by publishing the telephone number and placing an advert in the local paper.

It was noted that the person who made the complaint had indicated that they and the public did not have any confidence in the procedure, Miller Argent or even the Liaison Committee.

Mr Phil Williams said that it was up to the committee to promote confidence and try to reassure the public  


Mrs Austin referred to copies of a letter that had been sent to only the councillors – which she pointed out although it came from the “parents against open cast” it was nothing to do with her.  

The Chairman suggested that when the complaint number is advertised MA should also make people aware of what the company does, and how the different wards have an opportunity to voice their opinions.  It was also mentioned that on phases I and II there had also been problems but nothing that couldn’t be resolved satisfactorily.

A committee member made reference to the back door methods people are using to make a complaint and it should be up to the other agencies to ensure that these people are informed that they are not the first point of call and should refer them onto MA via the appropriate method.


Cllr Helen Thomas said that the committee was also aware that there were a number of people who did not want to resolve any problems.  Mrs Austin asked the Environmental Agency if they could advise the committee of the name of the person who had made the complaint, David Griffiths said that this should be kept confidential and could not be divulged under the data protection.  A discussion continued concerning the implications of the data protection act and it was asked if this data could become public knowledge under the free of information act.  It was felt that the Environmental Agency should pass on the name of complainant to the company; David Griffiths said he would look into this.


Mr R. Yandle said that a resident of Mountain Hare had passed him a video he had taken of plant and machinery on site causing dust, because the road way had not been kept damp by the water bowers.  Apparently the video shows the resident showing the black dust that had accumulated on his and other residents cars.   It was explained that the wind would have had to have been blowing in the direction of Mountain Hare and Kylie Jones would check the dust monitor records for that date. Robert Jones said that there was no record of any complaint being made.  Mr Yandle said the resident claimed he had telephoned MA but didn’t get a responsible answer.  Kylie Jones and Sue Allen said that they had only received one complaint that week. Robert Jones confirmed that the only complaint concerning dust had been received 23 October 2007 and that there were indeed 2 water bowsers on site.  James Poyner said it would be useful to be able to see this video.  Mr Yandle agreed to loan the video to MA.  Mr Phil Williams said it would be a good idea for MA to view the video and report back at the next meeting.

Mrs Austin said that during the Public Inquiry a similar video had been presented and all MA had to say was that it was not our company and not our machines.  Mr Poyner explained that the video Mrs Austin referred to was not similar at all.  It was in fact a video of a dump truck that was emitting black smoke and that a member of the public in the audience identified the incident and was able to explain what the mechanical problem was.  That explanation was accepted by Canon Morgan who had tabled that video at the Inquiry and in fact admitted that was also his understanding too.

Questions were asked about the weather stations and the data they contained. The Chairman suggested that it would be a good idea to have figures of the monitoring readings for the next meeting.  Also it was noted that there was dust and smell generated from other sources.

Robert Jones said that a larger water bowser was due anytime now, it was asked if MA kept a record of the bowser location. Robert Jones said it would be impossible to keep track of these machines.  It was mentioned to the committee by Robert Jones that MA was in the process of purchasing a system that produces a vapour screen thus helping to damp down dust that had been picked up by the wind.
10.
Problem with Noise
10.1
Mrs Austin said that when she went out side she could hear the constant sound of the vehicles and the beeping noise and asked if this would this get less.  The chairman said that this could be attributed to a number of factor one being lots of noise with other vehicles e.g. the road, the still air which helps carry noise, etc.  James Poyner pointed out that by the spring MA should be working in the box cut which is below ground surface hence the noise should not be as noticeable.

The chairman said that there had been a problem with noise from the previous phases.  James Poyner suggested that noise monitoring be carried out at Mrs Austin’s house but Mrs Austin declined the offer and said she would wait and see how things are in the spring.


Mr Ron Yandle wanted to know why MA had reduced the height of the dust pole.  Kylie Jones explained that the dust pole had not been reduced in height, the pole that had been reduced in height was for noise monitoring, which was reduced to the correct height for the installation of the equipment. 

James Poyner pointed out that TEOM meters continue to be used monitoring PM2.5 and PM10 particles.  Kylie Jones said that there are been a fault with the air conditioning unit on the PM10 monitor which has now been changed.


Cllr. Phil Williams asked what was the difference between the readings as studies carried out by anti opencast people will state that PM2.5 particles contribute to asthma.  It was suggested that at future meeting a report in a simplified form for dust and noise monitoring be presented.   James Poyner said that Kylie Jones would be able to do that.

11.
A.O.B
11.1
Mrs Austin reconfirmed her non involvement in the letter sent to various councillors, she explained that she had nothing further to do with Mrs Vivian Hadley since the vote of no confidence in her and Mrs Flower and wanted it noted that she did not approve of the methods used by Mrs Hadley.

James Poyner referred to the article published in the Guardian claiming that it contained many inaccuracies.


Mrs Austin wanted to confirm that there will still be a presentation on 15 November 2007. 

12.
Date of Next Meeting

12.1
It was agreed the next meeting would take place Thursday 22 November 2007 
at 7.15 pm at the Merthyr Tydfil Civic Centre

There being no other business, The Chair thanked everyone for their 
attendance and closed the meeting at approximately 8.40pm.
Signed as a correct record: ………………………..……… Chairman …………..… Date


