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FFOS-Y-FRAN LIAISON COMMITTEE

MEETING (006)
Held 24 January 2008 
MERTHYR TYDFIL COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMITTEE ROOM 1, CIVIC OFFICE, MERTHYR TYDFIL
ATTENDEES:

	
	

	Cllr. Ian W. Clark 
	MTCBC Councillor Town (“ED”) Deputy Chairman

	Cllr. Phil Williams
	MTCBC Councillor Dowlais Ward

	Cllr. Mark Elliott
	MTCBC Councillor Town ED

	Cllr. Tony Rogers
	MTCBC Councillor Dowlais Ward

	Cllr. Helen Thomas
	MTCBC Bedlinog ED

	Cllr Derek Games
	MTCBC Plymouth Ward

	A.N Davies
	MTCBC Head of Town Planning

	Dave Dier
	MTCBC Public Health

	Zoe Pieris
	MTCBC Public Health 

	
	

	Mary  Bradley
	Plantation Tce (Community Councillor)

	Mrs Alyson Austin
	Bradley Gardens Resident

	Jane Flower
	Japonica Gardens Resident

	Alan Rees
	Merthyr Resident

	Mr Ron Yandle
	Mountain Hare Resident

	Mr D Griffiths
	Environment Agency Wales

	Laura Owen
	Environment Agency Wales

	
	

	David Hardacre
	CCBC

	Bill White
	Dowlais Resident

	Mr James Poyner
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Mr Stephen Tillman
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Ms Kylie Jones
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Mr Robert Jones
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Mr Bob Edwards
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	
	

	Ms Sue Allen
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited


1. Introduction

1.1. The Chairman confirmed that a quorum existed
2. Attendance
2.1. Attendees were asked to sign the attendance register
2.2. Introductions
2.2.1
Laura Owen was introduced as a new member representing the 
Environmental Agency.
2.2.2
Bill White was introduced as a new resident member of the committee, 
following the dismissal of Ms Laura Edwards who despite being sent letters of 
notification had not attended any of the meetings.
3. Apologies
3.1. Apologies were received from the following:-  Cllr Ray Thomas, Mr P Murphy, Mr L Humphries.
4. Notes of the previous meeting
4.1. The Chairman asked if anyone had any comments relating to the notes of the previous meeting.
4.2. Cllr Phil Williams stated he had received the response from Miller Argent regarding potential of methane migrating from Trecatti into the strata to be blasted at Ffos-y-fran, that he had requested at the last meeting.
5. Matters arising from the Notes of the previous meeting
5.1
Mrs Austin once again expressed that the letter from the ‘Parents against 
Opencast Mining’ was from one individual of the group and may not be 
representative of the group on the whole and certainly was not representative of 
her or Mrs Jane Flower’s views. 
6. Site Progress Report

6.1. Mr Robert Jones handed out a site progress report (Appendix A) and read its contents.  The following comments were made from the report.
6.2. Cllr Helen Thomas thanked Miller Argent for assisting Welsh Water with regard the burst water main, James Poyner thanked Cllr. Thomas and said that Miller Argent appreciated her comments.

6.3. Robert Jones said he would like to thank the South Wales Police for their assistance during the recent invasion of the works by the “Aberystwyth Rebel Clown Army” which he was glad to report had been resolved without incident.

6.4. James Poyner pointed out that this trespass had been taken very serious because it had  health and safety implications and could have been a safety hazard not just for the trespasses but also for Miller Argent’s employees.

6.5. The committee asked how many trains had already departed the D.P.  Bob Edwards reported that to-date there had been 4 trains and another one had been scheduled for next Saturday.
7.
Environmental Report
7.1
Kylie Jones presented the environmental report (Appendix B) 
8.
Complaints Received and Investigations
8.1 
Cllr. Ian Clark thanked Bob Edwards for showing him round the site on 
Sunday 5th January 2008 when he was able to see first hand the emergency 
repair works being carried out to the fractured water main.  Cllr. Clark 
explained that he had been contacted by two local residents complaining 
about water discharges on the day and that clearly the complainants were not 
aware of the facts, which he later witnessed.

8.2
Cllr Clark thanked Miller Argent for all the help and cooperation they had given Welsh Water and for using Miller Argent’s Plant and equipment to help speed up the process, which in the long term will benefit Bedlinog residents in the future.  
8.3
The committee felt that the contents of these reports and notes of the meeting should be made public.  Stephen Tillman also suggested that they be put on Miller Argent web site and in the future Newsletter.  Cllr Williams, Dowlais ward commented that the Environmental report was very interesting and thanked Miller Argent for producing the report and felt that the notes of the liaison meeting should be distributed to the Caerphilly area.

8.4
Cllr Hardacre raised the issue of getting more information out to the public particularly about the permanent water division.
8.5
Mrs Austin wanted to ensure newsletters got to a wider audience in the community.
8.6
It was noted that Fochriw did have a water problem although not as bad as Bedlinog.   The question was asked "what were the pipes along the edge of the Fochriw road for”?  It was explained that these pipes were to be used as part of the new and permanent water main diversion.

8.7
Cllr Elliott would like details of mini buses that are being delivered in March/April for community use. 1 of which is being adapted for wheel chair use.

8.8
Cllr Williams thought  large signs near the lay-by on the A4060 Road within the site would be beneficial.  These signs could display Contact Number and emergency numbers for members of the public also large danger signs could be erected.  Miller Argent to investigate.
8.9
Mr Yandle discussed the result of Miller Argent’s monitory station (20 Dec 2007  – 3 Jan 2008) he was also concerned that the letter sent out to residents was slightly misleading and some residents were offended by its content.  He also stated that they had never had black dust on cars in the last 11 years, to his knowledge.  He requested dust samples be taken next time.  Kylie Jones explained that the monitoring stations had been in place since 2006 and had looked back over previous readings and they showed a high instance of road dust at Blaendowlais monitoring station, indicating that the road is also a source of dust, a further mobile dust monitor has been set up in line of sight of Mount View monitoring station and the Box Cut, intercepting any dust which may be created on site.  Mr Bill White stated that his windows which face the site had never been dirtier.  Robert Jones explained that Miller Argent was investigating water spray guns and hoped to have them in place before the next meeting.  It was also explained that Miller Argent was investigating a dust mist curtain but this had to be assessed taking into account the safety of the public highway.  
8.10
Cllr Clarke had received a complaint from Mr Robert Harris, a resident of Incline Side, regarding the noise.  Robert Jones explained that the open area of the Site above the culvert opposite Incline Side would shortly be filled in reducing any noise channelling down this area.  Also he was awaiting analysis from Komatsu in Germany concerning acoustic muffling equipment.  A concern was expressed that machinery was being purchased abroad and should be sourced locally. It was pointed out that there was no company in the UK who manufacture the machinery required by Miller Argent.  Cllr Clark also raised an issue about Mr Harris’s ownership and access to land known as Soap Pit Cottage.  James T Poyner explained the issue relating to Mr Harris’s access and confirmed that Mr Harris did indeed own this plot of land and explained that contrary to his allegation he had not been denied access,  there was path leading to this plot of land but it was not where Mr Harris wanted his access to be.  He also explained  that Miller Argent had offered to purchase this piece of land from Mr Harris some years ago but Mr Harris had declined, therefore Miller Argent had made a change in the planning application boundary to allow a small corridor which allowed Mr Harris access to his land.  Although James Poyner said he was more than willing to answer questions relating to this issue he respectfully pointed out that this matter was nothing to do with Liaison Committee and was a private commercial issue.  Cllr Clark said he would relay this answer back to Mr Harris.

8.11
Mrs Austin complained that she called Miller Argent before Christmas regarding the noise, on the emergency number.  She stated she had not had any responses to her calls.  Robert Jones clarified the situation regarding the use of the emergency number.  Mrs Austin stated that supervision had left but the site was still working.  Mr Poyner corrected this statement explaining that  there was always supervisor on site whilst the site was operational, and even when the works on site ceased for the day a Member of Management was always contactable in emergencies.
8.12
It was suggested that Miller Argent should add the emergency contact numbers to the Liaison Committee notes, it was also suggested that the Committee membership details  e.g. e-mail address was also added to the end of the notes.  It was agreed that this would be a good idea.

9.
Correspondence
9.1
Miller Argent stated that copies of various letters responding to correspondence had been issued with the previous draft minutes.


It was noted that not everyone had received a copy of the last Liaison Committee Notes with its attachments, it was thought that because the file was so big it may have been rejected.  James Poyner said he would send out a test E-mail to make sure that Miller Argent had everyone’s correct e-mail address and it was working.  Cllr Hardacre complained that had it not been for a telephone conversation on an entirely unrelated matter with James Poyner he would not have been aware of this evening’s meeting.
9.2
Mr Yandle stated that he had received correspondence from Terry Evans today listing a eleven questions he wished to be raised at the liaison meeting, it was felt it was inappropriate to table this letter until Miller Argent had seen the letter, therefore it was agreed that Miller Argent would respond to the questions and discuss their response at the next meeting.

9.3
It was also noted that Miller Argent felt it may not be appropriate for them to respond directly to Terry Evans due to the fact that he is involved in a further live legal challenge to the scheme.
10.
Environment Agency  Update
10.1
Complaints received :-

i. Water pollution –  due to the ruptured water main water ran down the mountain side and accumulated soil and entered the Cwm Blacks for a short period of time. Miller Argent quickly diverted the Welsh Water discharge into its working void area.

ii. Dust complaint

iii. Water issue from Heavy rainfall

iv. Waste tips and water management

v. Slurry being pumped off site (subsequently found to be untrue)
vi. Confirmed that they also have had copies of correspondence from Terry Evans

vii. Inspected Vertase operations on a number of occasions and were found to be satisfactory. 

viii. 3 Water samples taken have all been within consented levels
11.
Environmental Health Department (MTCBC) Update

There are been 4 complaints (2 from the same person)


2 – Noise


2 – Light  (these were as a result of emergency works after midnight on water 
       main)

11.1
It was reported by Zoe Pieris that South Wales will be hit by a dust storm from the Sahara in the next 48 hours which may affect the results of the TEOM monitors.  Ms Pieris passed round papers showing the dust levels and the areas affected.

12.
Community Presentations/Communications
12.1
The PowerPoint presentation of nthe Scheme at Mountain Hare had been well 
received.


Miller Argent had also attended a meeting at Bedlinog Community Centre to 
discuss the water main problems.

12.2
It was felt that Fochriw/Deri would also benefit from receiving a presentation 
from Miller Argent. Councillors to advise of suitable dates and venues.
13.
Any Other Business
13.1
It was felt it would be more beneficial if all reports were done together, e.g Site reports, Environmental and Environmental Health. This would enable all these topics to be discussed at the same time rather than cover the same item more than once.  Miller Argent are to amend the Agenda accordingly
13.2
It was reported that a Miller Argent newsletter was due for publication February/March.  It was felt that it should contain coverage on the community mini buses.

13.3
Mr Dier thought it would also be a good idea to talk to people and get  some positive quotes that could be used in the newsletter.  Mr Dier explained that he had received comments from members of the public confirming that some mitigation measures had had positive results.
13.4
The possibility was discussed for Miller Argent to provide the Council with an article for its newsletter, it was also suggested that Caerphilly should also be included in the distribution of the Miller Argent Newsletter.

13.5
James Poyner set out the issues of the pending legal challenge regarding the Welsh Assembly’s decision not to revoke the planning consent.

13.6
Cllr Games highlighted the fact that a letter had been sent to the Ombudsmen by one of the objectors (V Hadley) condemning the Councillors for granting planning consent.  It was pointed out that this complaint had been rejected by the Ombudsman.

13.7
Stephen Tillman explained the 1st coal train had left the site on the 9th January 2008 triggering the payment into the community fund which would take place quarterly in arrears.  It was also stated that Miller Argent had received a number of calls from the public asking how they access this fund. MTCBC to instigate the formation of a  committee to administer the fund.
14.
Date of next meeting
It was agreed the next meeting would take place Thursday 28 February 2008 at 7.00 pm at the Merthyr Tydfil Civic Centre.
There being no other business, the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

Appendices

1.
Site Progress Report – Robert Jones
2.
Environmental Report – Kylie Jones

3.
List of Liaison Committee members – e-mail address

Signed as a correct record: ………………………..……… Chairman …………..… Date

CONTACT NUMBERS

Miller Argent – Contact Details

Emergency Contact Number

0800 (988 8444)
Telephone during office hours

0870 111    5600

Web Site



WWW.millerargent.co.uk
E-mail




maadmin@millerargent.co.uk

